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The mood of a dance piece can sometimes become the most essential aspect of a performance. Numerous elements must combine to create the mood of a piece. One of the most compelling aspects of the Paris Opera Ballet is the emotion that this ballet company can create while performing onstage. Through such emotions, the dancers set the intended mood of the piece quite easily. In Nijinska’s Les Noces, the dancers set a dramatic and serious theme throughout the ballet. Nijinska set this dramatic piece in 1923 with the intent of portraying some of the more serious aspects of marriage during this time period. A dramatic theme was quite evident in Nijinska’s Les Noces through such elements as music, scenery, costuming, movement style, and symbolism. 

In Nijinska’s Les Noces, each aspect of the ballet performance combined to create a rather dramatic tone. The music of this particular ballet was one of the most influencing elements of this dramatic theme. The orchestra consisted mainly of percussion, dominated by four pianos. The vocal work used came from pieces of Russian peasant wedding verses. Lament was the intended tone for the music created for Les Noces. The music of this ballet was rather ominous and deep. Upon hearing the first few notes of the ballet, the audience could immediately grasp the dramatic feel to the ballet. Another element utilized by Nijinska to create the dramatic theme was that of her scenery. Very simple sets were used to highlight the true meaning of this work. Most of the ballet took place in front of dark backdrops with very minimal sets. The set usually consisted of an empty room with a window. This scenery set a rather depressing mood for the piece. The dark backdrops, combined with the simple scenery surrounding them, allowed for quite a dramatic effect. Even the costumes aided in creating a serious tone. Goncharova chose dark colors and simple costumes to portray the mood of the dancers. Even the dancers’ pointe shoes were painted dark brown to match the costumes and emphasize the dark theme of the piece. While one may think that costuming does not play an important role in creating a theme, it was quite evident in this ballet how costumes can influence the mood of the audience. The dark colors worn by the ballet dancers helped to create the serious tone of Les Noces. One last element of the ballet that helped reveal this dramatic theme was the movement of the dancers. Nijinska replaced the typical soft ballet movements with sharp, precise arm and legwork. The dancers’ arms were often sharp and stiff, and their hands were usually in either fists or blades. The footwork was quick and precise. All of this movement was used to help create a dramatic feel to the piece. 


Nijinska used this dramatic theme in Les Noces to convey her symbolism with marriage during this time period. One meaning of the Russian term for marriage says, “All the women weep and all the men get drunk.” Nijinska used this ballet to portray some of the rather severe ideas of marriage. The dramatic and serious tone created helped to portray the idea of losing youth and virginity when agreeing to marriage. The parents were also losing a child when giving up their daughter for marriage. Nijinska utilized these dramatic concepts when creating Les Noces. Such significant symbolism, as that seen with the idea of marriage, was one of the most important elements that Nijinska used to keep with her dramatic theme. 


One of the most important responsibilities of the choreographer is to accurately portray his or her intent. In Les Noces, Nijinska clearly communicated the dramatic intent of her piece with the audience. From the serious faces of the dancers to the deep tone of the vocalist, Nijinska undoubtedly portrayed her dramatic intent. The music, scenery, costuming, and movement also worked together to help expose a quite dramatic theme. Right from the beginning, the audience knew that the piece was a rather serious one. All of these elements helped keep this dramatic theme going throughout the entire ballet. Nijinska clearly demonstrated her dramatic themes and intent in Les Noces throughout the entire ballet. 


Even though Les Noces was one of the first pieces of choreography Nijinska created, it was one of her best. She clearly developed a dramatic theme of marriage throughout the entire ballet. Numerous elements went into creating this dramatic tone. Such aspects as music, scenery, costuming, movement, and symbolism all combined to create a strong ballet for Nijinska, as well as a strong, dramatic theme. Les Noces was first performed by Ballet Russes in 1923 but still remains today as one of Nijinska’s most notable pieces. 


Notice that in the introduction, the writer moves from the very general notion of “mood” to the more specific focus on the “dramatic and serious theme” in this particular ballet.





The thesis statement lets the reader know what the body of the paper will discuss. Notice that these elements (music, scenery, costuming, movement style, and symbolism) are discussed in that order in the body paragraph. The introduction would have been even stronger if the thesis had mentioned the main ideas in the second and third body paragraphs as well.





Notice the specific details and examples the writer includes to convince the reader that music contributed to the mood of the piece.





The writer provides helpful transitions between ideas to let the reader know when she is moving from one idea to the next.





Again, note the convincing use of details to back up the writer’s assertion that scenery contributed to the mood. She doesn’t simply say it; she proves it.





The topic sentence for this paragraph lets the reader know right away that the writer is now moving away from the five elements mentioned in the thesis and is now moving on to the interpretation. The paper would have been stronger if the main idea of this paragraph and the next one had been suggested in the introduction.





The assignment called for this third body paragraph to be the evaluation. This paragraph could have had a better topic sentence to let the reader know that the writer was moving away from interpretation and into evaluation. As it is now, the reader cannot tell how this paragraph differs from the first body paragraph. Topic sentences help readers understand how one paragraph differs from the others.





The paper needs a list of works cited. Although the assignment did not require research, if the student uses information that she gleaned from a source, she must document that source. The reader should know where the writer learned the Russian translation for the word marriage. The writer should also cite her source for the quotation in paragraph 3. Also, some of the details in the conclusion—in particular, that this was one of Nijinska’s first pieces of choreography—might also need to be documented.








