English 285: Critical Approaches and Methods of Research

Annotated Bibliography Assignment

Dr. Nancy Tuten
Please follow these steps to complete your annotated bibliography assignment:

· Complete your preliminary research and compile your preliminary bibliography.

· From that list, identify four articles (not chapters in books written by one person; you may use articles that appear in books) that you can actually read (some will be hard to locate or impossible to get via interlibrary loan in the time frame you have).

· Read each of the four and write a paragraph explaining the writer’s thesis and main points.  Here are some other points to consider:

· Remember to write a paragraph that would help a researcher decide if this article would be helpful to him or her.  Write an annotation that you would like to read if you were the researcher!  

· You should refer to the author’s last name (full name will be just above the annotation in the citation) and quote words and phrases SPARSELY from the article, weaving those quotations into your own sentences. Most likely it would be inappropriate for you to quote entire sentences from the articles.

· Quotations, however brief, require parenthetical page numbers (or, in the case of Internet sources, paragraph numbers).

· Length is not an issue per se; instead, your paragraph should give evidence of CAREFUL, ACCURATE reading and COGENT synthesis.

· ATTACH COPIES OF THE ARTICLES you have annotated. 

· Be sure the citations themselves are in correct MLA format, of course.  

Please see grading rubric on the next page. 

Annotated Bibliography Rubric: English 285

	
	
	Yes
	No
	
	Comments

	AB includes four articles 
(-25 pts. per missing annotation)

	
	
	
	
	

	AB heading and title are in MLA format

	
	
	
	
	

	AB turned in on time (-5 pts. per day late)


	
	
	
	
	

	Annotates ARTICLES or CHAPTERS in books but not entire books (unless the student has, in fact, read the entire book)


	
	
	
	
	

	
	Excellent
	Good
	Adequate
	Weak
	

	Annotation 1 (25 pts.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Accuracy of summary 
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of writing (clarity, syntax, graceful phrasing, helpful transitions, logical flow, smooth handling of quotations)
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar, mechanics, and usage
	
	
	
	
	

	Proper MLA format for the citation

	
	
	
	
	

	Annotation 2 (25 pts.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Accuracy of summary 
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of writing (clarity, syntax, graceful phrasing, helpful transitions, logical flow, smooth handling of quotations)
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar, mechanics, and usage
	
	
	
	
	

	Proper MLA format for the citation


	
	
	
	
	

	Annotation 3 (25 pts.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Accuracy of summary 
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of writing (clarity, syntax, graceful phrasing, helpful transitions, logical flow, smooth handling of quotations)
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar, mechanics, and usage
	
	
	
	
	

	Proper MLA format for the citation
	
	
	
	
	

	Annotation 4 (25 pts.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Accuracy of summary 
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of writing (clarity, syntax, graceful phrasing, helpful transitions, logical flow, smooth handling of quotations)
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar, mechanics, and usage
	
	
	
	
	

	Proper MLA format for the citation
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