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Assignment: Write a character analysis or a thematic analysis.  See Literature (handout) for discussion of these types of literary analyses (“Writing about Characters”174-178 and “Writing about Meaning in Fiction” 408-412).  If your first paper is a character analysis, then your second paper must be a thematic analysis, and vice versa.

One paper must use at least two secondary sources.  All secondary source material used for this paper must be attached (see instructions below).  One paper must analyze one of the novels that we are reading this semester.

No matter what approach or subject you choose, your papers will possess the following qualities:  

· A clear thesis that must be developed and supported.

· Clearly integrated references to the primary source (the text you are analyzing).

· Effective use of summary, paraphrase, and quotation of textual material as support for your thesis.  All papers will use MLA format, that is, parenthetical documentation and a works cited page.  Make a copy of any secondary materials you use.  I will want to evaluate the accuracy and clarity of your paraphrases, summaries, and quotations. 

· A strong introduction and conclusion, clear topic sentences, tight organization, rich and  specific development, and clear style.

You might want to remind yourself of some of the basic rules of writing about literature.  Refer to a recent handbook.  Some of these rules include using the present tense when discussing literature, using a title other than simply the title of the work studied, using the full name in your first reference to the author, and indenting quotations of more than three lines ten spaces from the left margin.  Long quotations should be double-spaced, too.  Avoid, in a paper of this length, overuse of long quotations.  For the most part, sentence-length, set-off quotations, either from the primary source or from secondary sources, should be clearly introduced and attributed. Use ellipses to indicate deletions from quotations and brackets to add clarifying information. 
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