English 265: Research, Analysis, and Interpretation
Final Project: Ten-Page Researched Essay
Dr. Christine Hait
Write a paper that combines your own analytical interpretation with reference(s) to 2- 6 scholarly essays or books.  Your paper should have a thesis that is analytical; that is, your paper's thesis should make a claim about the literature’s meaning and the method by which the author(s) creates this meaning.  Your paper may show insight into the way that the author(s) develops character, explores a theme, uses point of view, organizes a plot, employs imagery, uses setting, makes an argument, and so forth.  You decide the elements of fiction, poetry, drama, non-fiction, or autobiography that are most significant to an understanding and appreciation of the work or works you are analyzing.  Your paper should extend, not simply repeat, any available analysis of the work(s).

Some possible topics (simply suggestions—don’t feel limited to these topics):

The Souls of Black Folk 100 Years Later

The Theme of Social Justice in Two or More Works

Theme and Imagery in 3-4 Poems

A Comparison and Contrast of 2-3 Stories (With a particular goal for your comparative analysis in mind)

A Comparative Analysis of Slave Narratives

The Theme of “Double Consciousness” in Several Works

The Theme of Community in Two or More Works

Sula and Others: Portraits of African-American Women in Sula
Family in A Raisin in the Sun
A successful paper will meet the following criteria:

1. The paper makes a clear analytical point and develops it through specific evidence.

2. The paper is organized in a logical fashion.  The writer provides clear transitions between the parts of the paper.  The introduction establishes the subject clearly.  The conclusion ties the parts of the analytical argument together and brings closure to the discussion.

3. The paper uses source material in an appropriate manner.  Source material informs and enriches the paper’s argument without overwhelming it.  The thinking behind the paper is clearly the student’s own.   

4. The paper smoothly integrates all references, including quotations, to the primary source and 2- 6 secondary sources.  Quotations are introduced clearly.  The writer follows up on quotations; she clarifies the relationship of the reference to the point she is making in the paragraph.  Quotations are edited for clarity and conciseness.

5. The paper includes parenthetical documentation and a works cited page.  All sources, both primary and secondary, are included on this page.  The works cited page follows MLA format exactly.

6. Conventions for discussing literature are followed.  The student discusses the literature as literature.  She shows an understanding of the literary terms she is using.  She uses present tense when referring to events and characters in literature.  She acknowledges the author as the creator of the literary text and its design.

7. The paper is written in a clear style appropriate to literary analysis.  The paper is edited carefully and proofread closely.  The paper has a title (other than the title of the work discussed) presented on the first page of the paper.  The paper follows the format (indents, margins, etc.) for papers found in The Harbrace Handbook.

Copyright 2006 Christine Hait. All rights reserved. For permission to use this document in whole or in part, please contact Dr. Hait at chrishait@colacoll.edu. 
