English 340: Women in American Literature

Research Papers 1 and 2

Dr. Melissa Heidari
Paper 1
Length: 4 – 6 pages
Primary Sources: two or more

Secondary Sources: none required

Documentation: MLA style
Assignment: Choose a topic (or combination of topics since there is obviously some overlapping) and compare and contrast the ways in which at least two different authors on our course syllabus address that topic in their work.  There certainly are many other ways to compare and contrast works on our course syllabus; if you are interested in pursuing a topic that is not listed here, please discuss your idea with Dr. Heidari.

Women and Spirituality
Bradstreet, For Deliverance from a Fever, Meditations Divine and Moral
Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Truth, all selections

Fuller, Woman in the Nineteenth Century
Dickinson, (103) I Have A King, (1072) Title Divine, (1651) A Word Made Flesh
Walker, In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens

Durban, Soon
Women and Creativity  

Bradstreet, The Prologue, The Author To Her Book
Wheatley, To S.M., To His Excellency
Fuller, Woman in the Nineteenth Century
Dickinson, I reckon, They shut me up in Prose, I dwell in Possibility, Publication
Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper
Kizer, Pro Femina
Rich, Power
Walker, In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens

Kingston, No Name Woman   

Anzaldúa, Tlilli, Tlapalli
Motherhood
Bradstreet, The Author To Her Book, Meditations Divine and Moral
Walker, In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens
Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper
King, The Evening Party
Kingston, No Name Woman
Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Durban, Soon
Song, Heaven





Olsen, I Stand Here Ironing

Racism  
Wheatley, all selections



Hurston, How It Feels to Be Colored Me
Walker, In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens
Truth, all selections




Anzaldúa, Tlilli, Tlapalli
Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin



Song, Heaven

Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

Dove, The House Slave
King, The Little Convent Girl



Silko, Yellow Woman
Dunbar-Nelson, Mister Baptiste


Kingston, No Name Woman
Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Women and Work
Bradstreet, Meditations Divine and Moral
Fuller, Woman in the Nineteenth Century
Dunbar-Nelson, I Sit and Sew
Davis, Life in the Iron Mills
Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper
Glaspell, Trifles
Dove, The House Slave

Olsen, I Stand Here Ironing
Women and the Natural World 

Wheatley, To His Excellency, General Washington
Dickinson, (722) Sweet Mountains, (858) This Chasm, (1138) A Spider, (1705) Volcanoes
Jewett, A White Heron
Rich, Power 
Walker, In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens

Durban, Soon
Marriage

Adams, Letters
Bradstreet, To My Dear and Loving Husband, A Letter to Her Husband
Dickinson, She Rose to His Requirement
Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper
Olsen, I Stand Here Ironing



Durban, Soon
Women on Specific Women 
Bradstreet, In Honor of That High and Mighty Princess
Dickinson, (312) Her — “last Poems” — , (593) I Think I Was Enchanted, (1562) Her Losses

Kizer, Pro Femina
Rich,  Power
Walker, In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens 

Millay, To Inez Milholland
PAPER 2

Length: 8 - 10 pages, typed and double‑spaced with one inch margins
Primary Sources: Three or more

Secondary Sources: Two or three
Assignment:  Revise and expand your first paper by including in your discussion at least one other work from our course syllabus and by incorporating ideas and quotations from at least two of the sources from your annotated bibliography. 

Although you should keep your original topic, you will have to modify your thesis, restructure your essay, and develop your argument more fully. You may use more than three primary sources and two secondary sources if you wish.  While you are to turn to secondary sources to develop your ideas, however, you must ultimately support your thesis with quotations from the primary sources. Your paper must NOT be a string of quotations from other sources; instead, it should be a well‑balanced combination of ideas from secondary sources and your own interpretations.  You must design your own method of organizing what you have learned about the literary works; you must present examples from the texts along with quotes and paraphrases from the secondary sources you have read.

By the end of the semester, then, you should have an essay on some aspect of American literature written by women that is original, well-researched, and well-written.  It should be a paper that you could submit to a conference for presentation if you are interested in doing so.

You are expected to document references to other works (both primary and secondary sources) according to MLA style.  You must document ideas and patterns of organization as well as direct quotations.  Plagiarism, even a first offense, results in automatic failure of the course.

With your second paper, turn in all drafts of the paper, your annotated bibliography, and xerox copies of all sources referred to in your paper, unless they are lengthy book chapters, in which case you should Xerox only the pages from which you have taken ideas or quotes.
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